
Breaking News:  Drax shelves plans to build a wood pellet plant in 
Longview WA 

 

Drax announced in December 2025 that it would not move forward with its plan to build 
a 450,000 tons/yr wood pellet production facility in Longview.  Assessing the Asian 
markets for wood energy, and continually plagued by pollution problems at its wood 
pellet plants in the US South, Drax concluded it would not be profitable to build the 
export-oriented plant.   

A recent story in the Financial Times concluded that “Drax’s ambitions of becoming a 
significant wood pellet supplier to Asia are in danger of faltering as Japanese 
policymakers wind back generous subsidies for the biomass sector.”  Subsidies for 
biomass power in South Korea were also phased down in 2025.   

One of the other major suppliers of wood pellets to markets in East Asia, the U.S. 
company Enviva, went bankrupt in 2024.  Another major pellet project proposed for 
California, by the consortium Golden State Natural Resources, was also abandoned last 
year. 

At this time, the only active proposal to build a wood pellet plant on the west coast is 
PNWRE’s project in Hoquiam, Washington.  This website has more information about 
the Hoquiam project. 

 

https://grist.org/health/europe-green-energy-wood-pellets-mississippi-louisiana/
https://www.ft.com/content/aef8e2ae-0756-4a2f-856e-eafab2315295
https://apnews.com/article/enviva-bankruptcy-wood-pellets-c07cee17ef6cd8a00e317a3f9a53d87b
https://www.lassennews.com/golden-state-natural-resources-biomass-project-shelved-due-to-public-pressure

